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Experts 
agree on 
restoration 
plan 


NORTH BROOKFIELD 
—In July of 2018, the Friends 
of the North Brookfield Town 
House met with representa- 
tives from the Board of Select- 
men, the Architectural Her1- 
tage Foundation, the Central 
Massachusetts Regional Plan- 
ning Commission and _ the 
Quaboag Valley Community 
Development Corporation 
to discuss economic develop- 
ment in North Brookfield with 
the Town House as the focal 
point. 

As a result of this meeting, 
the Friends were encouraged 
to create the Downtown De- 
velopment Committee. The 
DDC members were appoint- 
ed by the Selectmen in Octo- 
ber of 2018 to focus on stim- 
ulating redevelopment of the 
town center and aid in fund- 
raising efforts armed at Town 
House renovation. Since then, 
the Committee has been work- 
ing on efforts to create a vi- 
brant atmosphere for business 
and social activities in North 
Brookfield. 

With the support and ded- 
ication of the team at the 
CMRPC, the Downtown De- 
velopment Committee has 
completed a strategic plan 
for development in down- 
town North Brookfield. The 
plan has five goals: a walk- 
able downtown, a connected 


Please see PLAN, page 11 
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BROOKFIELD -— _ Since 
2002, the town of Brookfield 
has lit up the night on Christ- 
mas Eve with the beautiful 
tradition of luminaries light- 
ing up the Town Common and 
Route 9, and this year is no ex- 
ception. The Brookfield Lumi- 
naries Committee is gearing up 
to organize the placing of over 
1,800 luminaries around the 
Brookfield Village, and down 
Route 9. 

The sound of holiday bells 
will be rung loud and clear at 5 
p.m. from the Congregational 
Church for all to enjoy. Please 
social distance to six feet from 
people not included in your 
family group and wear a mask. 
We encourage families to drive 
around and enjoy this event 
from your vehicles. 

New this year will be a Me- 
morial Display. There will be 
a display board on the Com- 
mon listing names of loved 
ones in whose memory dona- 
tions for luminaries have been 
made. Please submit to M.P.L. 
Friends@gmail.com or mail 
to Luminaries, Friends of the 
Library P.O. Box 528, Brook- 
field, MA 01506. 

The tradition can _ be 
brought home, which will help 
fund this enormous undertak- 
ing, by purchasing luminaries 
for display at home. Luminar- 
ies are available for sale at the 
library, with curbside pickup 
by calling 508-867-6339, and 
Tip Top Country Store, with 
curbside pickup by calling 
508-867-0460 or tiptoponline. 
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Brookfield will once again light up the night Christmas Eve with luminaries. Everyone is encouraged to volunteer to set them up, 
and luminaries can also be purchased for the home. 


us, six candles and bags for $5 
donation. The funds support 
next year’s luminaries, through 
Friends of the Merrick Public 
Library. 

The luminaries are funded 
by the Friends of the Library, 
local businesses and private 
donors. To donate please mail 
to: Luminaries, Friends of the 
Library, P.O. Box 528, Brook- 
field, MA 01506 or drop off at 
the library. 

Anyone is welcome to vol- 
unteer at any stage of this 
simple yet beautiful tradition. 
Anyone wishing to be a part 
of this wonderful Brookfield 
ritual, should please arrive at 
2 p.m. when volunteers set up 
luminaries on the common. At 
3:30 p.m., lighting of candles 


begins and at 5 p.m. season- 
al chimes begin. Clean-up 1s 
Christmas morning at 9 a.m. 
If the weather 1s uncoopera- 
tive, this event will take place 
on New Year’s Eve. 


Light the Way 


By Doris Matthews 


On Christmas Eve 
you ll see them 
along the roads of 
Brookfield town 
small white bags aglow 
with candle light. 
The tradition began first 
from one hand 
then two hands to a few and 
now many more 
join in the folding and filling 


and lighting 
each one creating the soft glow 
that beckons us all to the 
true meaning 
of this blessed eve- 
light the way for 
Mary and Joseph 
as they search for a place 
to stay for the night. 

A ribbon of 
welcoming candlelight 
invites us all to celebrate 
this magical season 
of believing 
as we continue to 
welcome you all 
to our town for the night. 
Come and feel the true spirit of 
Christmas- 

Just follow the lights. 
Doris Matthews is a member 
of the Luminaries Committee. 





Selectmen okay CARES fund for school 


By Ellenor Downer 
Staff Writer 


STURBRIDGE -— Select- 
men authorized the spend- 
ing of $106,940 CARES Act 
money for the Burgess Ele- 
mentary School. 

The assistant principal said 
the school requested $85,800 
for duct cleaning and $21,140 
for ionizer to improve air 
quality at the eight-year old 
school. He said the ionizers 
would remove 99.9% of all 
airborne viruses and bacteria. 

Selectman vice-chair Mary 
Dowling said she would like 
lonizers in the senior center 
and town hall. Ionizers work 
with forced hot air heating 
systems and not with the 


heating systems at the senior 
center and town hall. Select- 
men opted to make the senior 
center a priority. 

In another matter involv- 
ing the town’s elementary 
school, the assistant princi- 
pal asked selectmen to abate 
$17,881.25 for water and 
sewer. He said in the first two 
months, the school expended 
the allotted amount due to an 
irrigation leak, which caused 
the water situation. When 
they shut off the irrigation 
system for the school’s fields, 
they realized the extent of the 
leaking. 

The board moved to abate 
$17,881.25 for water and sew- 
er for the school. Chair Mary 
Blanchard and clerk Michael 


Suprenant voted no. The mo- 
tion carried three to two. Se- 
lectman Blanchard said in her 
opinion abatements were for 
situations when was the town 
was at fault. 

Historical Commission 

The Sturbridge Histori- 
cal Commission presented 
Preservation Award plaques 
to owners of several histor- 
ical buildings in town. The 
plaque contains the name of 
the historic building, date and 
owners, which can be affixed 
to the building. The list came 
from the result of a survey of 
over 200 historic buildings. 
The Massachusetts Historical 
Commission reimbursed the 


Please see CARES, page 9 





Senate passes FY 2021 budget 


BOSTON — The Massachu- 
setts State Senate unanimously 
passed a $46 billion budget for 
Fiscal Year 2021 (FY21), after 
adding $36.1 million in target- 
ed investments over the course 
of two days of deliberations. 
Passed with bipartisan support, 
the budget aims to move the 
Commonwealth towards an eq- 
uitable recovery by making crit- 
ical investments in sectors im- 
pacted by COVID-19 including 
early education and childcare, 
food security, housing supports 
and public health. 

Senator Anne M. Gobi 
(D-Spencer), member of Sen- 
ate Committee on Ways and 
Means said, “I appreciate the 
patience of my communities 
and the many organizations 


and individuals that are helped 
with this budget. It is good we 
waited and did not do the bud- 
get during the summer when we 
would have had to make dras- 
tic cuts. I am very pleased that 
funding that assists everyone 
of the towns in my Senate Dis- 
trict was included in this budget 
and look forward to assisting 
during this time of recovery.” 
As COVID-19 continues to 
spread across our Common- 
wealth, the Senate budget pre- 
serves access to essential ser- 
vices for the most vulnerable 
residents. The budget funds 
MassHealth at a total of $18.2 
billion to maintain critical ac- 
cess to affordable health care 


Please see BUDGET, page 11 


PAGE 2 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WARE — Gail Gramarossa’s heart 
has always been in health education and 
now she will be heading up a a strategic 
substance use prevention grant award- 
ed to the Quaboag Hills Substance Use 
Alliance, which she helped write. 

The federal grant will provide $1.5 
million over five years to work with 
youth and young adults to help pre- 
vent their use of alcohol, nicotine and 
marijuana. It will be extension of her 
volunteering with the Quaboag Hills 
Community Coalition, and its partner, 
the Quaboag Hills Substance Use Alli- 
ance, since the two organizations were 
formed about six years ago. During 
that time she has helped bring a diverse 
group of people together to work on 
issues including substance use preven- 
tion and education, and to bring recov- 
ery services to the area. 


Grant for area towns 

The grant will provide $300,000 a 
year, and was awarded by the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Ad- 
ministration, which 1s part of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services. It is a Strategic Prevention 
Framework — Partnerships for Success 
grant and will focus on youth 18 and 
under and young adults 19 to 25-years- 
old, she said. It will use evidence-based 
curricula, she said, to focus on prevent- 
ing young people from using of alco- 
hol, nicotine and marijuana. 
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Gail Gramarossa chosen to head federal grant 


The region for both the 
coalition and the alliance is 
spread out over three coun- 
ties, including Brimfield, 
Holland, Monson, Palm- 
er and Wales in Hampden 
County, Ware and Belcher- 
town in Hampshire County 
and Brookfield, East Brook- 
field, Hardwick, New Brain- 
tree, North Brookfield, War- 
ren and West Brookfield in 
Worcester County. The same towns will 
be covered by the new federal grant. 


Knowing the people 

One of the aspects of the grant she 
thinks 1s important 1s it will support 
individual towns build hyper-local co- 
alitions in their own towns, Gramarosa 
said. 

“The people living in these towns 
know what is needed and they know 
the people,” she said. “Keeping a coali- 
tion going is hard.” The Quaboag Hills 
Community Coalition and its Sub- 
stance Use Alliance have worked hard 
to build coalitions to get do the import- 
ant work of bringing people together 
to get important work on education, 
prevention and recovery services, but 
individual coalitions can further that 
work.” 

She said the grant will allow the 
staffers hired to help towns build the 
capacity needed to work with residents 
and build their knowledge skills at the 
same time. 

Ware Town Manager Stuart Beckley 
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Gail Gramarossa 


said she is a good choice be- 
cause of her skills in bringing 
people together. “This grant 
is all about creating part- 
nerships,” he said. “She is 
extremely good at coordinat- 
ing with others and bringing 
people together, particularly 
from multiple towns. Also, 
she knows the people in the 
Quaboag-Quabbin ___ region 
well.” 


Build upon foundation 

It will also build on the work the co- 
alition and alliance have done through 
the federal Drug Free Community 
grant received several years ago, which 
has entailed education in the various 
school districts, including surveys every 
two years to get an idea about the fre- 
quency of drug and alcohol use among 
students. 

“She has been with the coalition and 
the alliance from the beginning,” said 
Go Purple Quabbin Youth Initiative 
Program Director Nekr Jenkins. “She 
has worked hard on everything we’ve 
built up, and it’s really been her vision 
that drove it and been her vision behind 
so much of what has been done.” 

Jenkins said there were a lot of good 
candidates for the position, but Grama- 
rossa had skills others did not. 

“One of the big things for us was 
that she understands the science of 
prevention,” she said. “There are so 
many things out there, and since she re- 
ally understands the science, we won't 
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be spending money on what doesn’t 
work.” Jenkins was on the hiring com- 
mittee that interviewed candidates and 
chose Gramarossa as the grant’s direc- 
tor. 


Education 

“We want to bring more prevention 
information not just to students but to 
parents too,” Gramarossa said. Since 
the grant addresses young adults 19 to 
25 as well younger teens, it will broaden 
the efforts by the alliance and coalition. 

She said studies have shown if young 
people get through high school and col- 
lege, and their young 20s, without them 
using drugs, they are very unlikely to 
develop an addiction at all. 

“If you can get young people to stick 
to their education, then they have bet- 
ter options for employment, and they 
have a better chance of having a good 
life,” she said. “That in turn helps the 
health of the community.” 

Gramarossa said she 1s looking for- 
ward to starting her new position, and 
joining in the work of educating and 
helping young people remain drug free. 

“She has put so much time and effort 
for so long into the work of the coali- 
tion and alliance,” Jenkins said. “Now 
she can be the face of the alliance in- 
stead of working behind the scenes.” 

Gramarossa has master’s in public 
health and is a certified health educa- 
tion specialist. She previously worked 
for the Collaborative for Educational 
Services, and is a Belchertown resident 
and SelectBoard member. 
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WARE — Country Bank, a full-ser- 
vice financial institution serving central 
and western Massachusetts, announced 
a series of initiatives to help support lo- 
cal communities during the 2020 holiday 
season, especially those affected by the 
economic fallout from the ongoing pan- 
demic. As part of the initiatives, Coun- 
try Bank teamed up with Old Sturbridge 
Village to offer 750 free meals to families 
in need this Thanksgiving. ’”We want- 
ed to do everything we could to help 
support families in the community this 
Thanksgiving,” said James Donahue, 
President of Old Sturbridge Village. 
“Country Bank and Old Sturbridge 
Village share a collective belief that we 
can make a difference when we work to- 
gether, and we are doing just that.” On 
Small Business Saturday, the Country 
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Country Bank announces holiday support for communities in need 


Bank retail banking team supported lo- 
cal small businesses by purchasing 400 
gift cards from businesses throughout its 
markets. These gift cards were distribut- 
ed in Country Bank branch locations on 
“Giving Tuesday,’ Dec. 1. The Corpo- 
rate Office team will also be partnering 
with Provision Ministry and assembling 
250 backpacks filled with essential care 
items to be delivered to the Springfield 
Rescue Mission. Throughout the month 
of December, the famous red kettles 
will be visible at several Country Bank 
branch locations to help fill the void 
the Salvation Army will experience this 
year, in part due to the pandemic. In 
addition, Country Bank has donated 
$10,000 for this meaningful cause. Fi- 
nally, as part of its Community Cares 
Program, the staff participated in its 


very own Boston Marathon by “Walk- 
ing the Distance” via a downloadable 
App. This virtual challenge brought ev- 
eryone together while supporting char- 
ities of their choice with a $500 dona- 
tion. A total of $30,000 will be granted 
to charities. Paul Scully, president and 
CEO of Country Bank, said, “As a com- 
munity partner, we care deeply about 
our communities, and we want to offer 
our support where it is needed most 
this holiday season. As we reflect on the 
past year with gratitude for the Bank’s 
strength and ability to support so many 
in need, we are also humbled to witness 
sO many great acts of kindness and sup- 
port throughout our communities from 
the people and businesses who make this 
region the remarkable place it is to live 
and work.” He added, “The pandem- 
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ic has taken its toll on the people and 
places in our communities. We know 
that many have suffered losses over the 
last several months. Some have lost their 
jobs, their business and others have lost 
loved ones. There 1s no more significant 
time in our history for community part- 
ners to step up and provide support to 
those in need.” To learn more about the 
various activities that Country Bank 
will be participating in and how to do- 
nate to local charities it is supporting, 
people may visit www.countrybank. 
com/seasonofgiving. Country Bank 1s 
a full-service mutual community bank 
serving central and western Massachu- 
setts with 14 offices in Ware, Palmer, 
West Brookfield, Brimfield, Belcher- 
town, Wilbraham, Ludlow, Leicester, 
Paxton, Charlton, and Worcester. 





Second Chance CEO 
earns prestigious credential 


EAST BROOKFIELD — Sheryl 
Blancato, CEO and founder of Sec- 
ond Chance Animal Services, recently 
earned her Certified Animal Welfare 
Administrator certification through 
The Association for Animal Welfare 
Advancement, an independent agency 
whose mission 1s to help develop strong 
leaders and promote standards of prac- 
tice in the animal welfare profession. 
Blancato is now one of several hundred 
individuals to hold this prestigious des- 
ignation. 

The Association for Animal Welfare 
Advancement administers the Certi- 
fied Animal Welfare Administrator 
program which distinguishes top-level 
executives and managers working in 
both nonprofit and municipal animal 
welfare agencies. In addition to meeting 
strict eligibility requirements for lead- 
ership and management in the animal 
welfare field, Blancato needed to pass a 
rigorous exam to earn her CAWA des- 
ignation. 

The CAWA exam covers best prac- 
tices in animal welfare with questions 
reviewing leadership, human resources, 
finance, fundraising, marketing, admin- 
istration, and animal care. Obtaining 
her CAWA status validates Blancato’s 
work in the animal welfare field and 1I- 
lustrates her competency to contribute 
to broader animal welfare conversations 
as they pertain to her community and 
across the country. 

Blancato described the certification 
process as very tough, but an import- 
ant step for Second Chance. “We hold 
ourselves to the highest standards,” she 
said. “Our donors entrust us with the 
resources to help pets and this certifi- 
cation ensures we are doing the most 
we can with their support.” Blancato 
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greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
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Second Chance CEO Sheryl Blancato visits with 
14-year-old Bella who was adopted from Second 
Chance in 2012. 


added that she will pursue continuing 
education classes to maintain the certi- 
fication. 

“Certified Animal Welfare Admin- 
istrators have demonstrated that they 
hold specialized qualifications and a 
commitment to high standards and eth- 
ical practices in our industry,’ said Jim 
Tedford, CAWA’s CEO. “We respect 
their dedication to their own profes- 
sional development and their pursuit of 
leadership excellence.” 

Second Chance is a nonprofit 501c3 
tax-exempt organization that began in 
1999 in East Brookfield and relies sole- 
ly on donations from grants to operate. 
The organization operates an adoption 
center in East Brookfield, and com- 
munity veterinary hospitals in North 
Brookfield, Springfield, and Worcester. 
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Second Chance hopes to 
make up for donations drop 


EAST BROOKFIELD — Giv- 
ing Tuesday, the global day of giv- 
ing celebrated on the Tuesday after 
Thanksgiving, is taking on renewed 
importance for Second Chance Ani- 
mal Services this year. Like the many 
pet owners it serves, Second Chance 
Animal Services has been seriously 
challenged by COVID. The nonprofit 
reports donations are down by 40% 
this year, but the great need for ser- 
vices has increased dramatically. 

According to development direc- 
tor Lindsay Doray, Second Chance 
is on track to help over 40,000 pets 
again this year, despite the fact that 
some programs like spay and neuter 
services and vaccine clinics were on 
hold in the spring to conserve critical 
supplies. “Since March, our veteri- 
nary hospitals have been seeing twice 
the number of emergencies and the 
volume has not slowed down. Other 
veterinary programs affiliated with 
schools had no choice but to sus- 
pend services, but Second Chance re- 
mained open to provide essential ser- 
vices for pets, we could not let them 
down.” 

“Support for Second Chance has 
been strong. I think people recognize 
that pets really need help now, with 
sO many pet owners financially af- 
fected by the current health crisis. We 
need to be here for those pets. Our 
veterinary hospitals have never been 
more important so we can keep pets 
in their homes with the people who 
love them.” 

Doray encourages supporters 
to consider a donation for Giving 
Tuesday and check to see if their 
employer offers a match. “One area 
company offers a 4-time match which 
means an employee’s $50 donation 
turns into $250 to help a pet facing a 
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serious health crisis.” 

Doray adds people interested in 
making a Giving Tuesday donation 
can choose one of three ways. There’s 
a special Giving Tuesday donation 
link at www.secondchanceanimals. 
org, a Giving Tuesday fundraiser on 
Facebook, or they can mail a check 
with Giving Tuesday on the memo 
line to Second Chance, P.O. Box 136, 
East Brookfield, MA 01515. 

For holiday shoppers, Second 
Chance has several fundraisers go- 
ing on right now. After the success 
of the online DinnerLESS Auction, 
they put together a Black Friday mini 
auction which closed on Sunday, 
Nov. 29 and a sweatshirt fundrais- 
er aptly named Hoodies That Help 
where shoppers can order hoodies for 
home delivery. In December, Second 
Chance will be launching an online 
book-signing fundraiser with found- 
er Sheryl Blancato, author of “Walk- 
ing Off Leash.” which tells the story 
of Second Chance and Mystery Pet 
Stocking fundraiser. “We are doing 
everything we can...we never want to 
say no to a ‘second chance’ for any 
pet that needs help.” 

Second Chance is a nonprofit 
501c3 tax exempt organization that 
began in 1999 in East Brookfield and 
relies solely on donations from grants 
to operate. The organization operates 
an adoption center in East Brookfield, 
Community Veterinary Hospitals in 
North Brookfield, Springfield, and 
Worcester. Second Chance helps over 
40,000 pets a year through adoption, 
spay/neuter, veterinary care, commu- 
nity outreach, educational outreach 
programs, training, and a pet food 
pantry. For more information, people 
may visit Second Chance’s website at 
www.secondchanceanimals.org. 
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Guest Column 


In My Backyard 


By Ellenor Downer 


sparrows feeding on the ground under 

my feeder. As the name implies, the male 
has a white throat, a gray breast with faint 
streaks. The crown is dark with buff or white 
central stripe. The eyebrow 1s white or tan 
with a yellow mark in front. 

Females have less bold pattern on the 
crown, grayer throat, duller yellow before 
the eye and more streaking on the breast. 
The immature sparrows look like the female. 
There are two morphs of this species, white 
and tan, based on the color of the eyebrows. 
Breeding pair usually contains one bird from 
each morph. 

White-throated sparrows feed on the 
ground and eat weed seeds, grain, fruit and 
insects. At feeders, they eat cracked corn, 
sunflower seed and millet from tray feeders 
or scattered on the ground. They inhabit co- 
niferous and mixed woods and brushy areas. 
Their song is two whistled notes followed 
by higher, quavering notes like “sweet sweet 
Canada Canada Canada.” Calls are “tseeet” 
when birds are in flocks and “pink” in alarm. 

The female lays four to six blue-green eggs 
with dark marks in a cuplike nest of grass- 
es lined with hair or rootlets placed on the 
ground under a small tree or shrub. They 
summer in Canada. 


[o a small flock of six white-throated 


Juncos 

The dark eyed juncos are back. They are 
one of my favorite winter birds and I love to 
watch them. I saw two in my yard this week- 
end. I also noticed a small flock fly up from 
the side of the road while driving. They will 
spend the winter here and head back to the 
tundra in the spring. 


Flying turkeys 

Saturday I saw a wild turkey take off to 
roost for the night. A second turkey followed 
the other one. The turkeys ran on the road, 
took flight and headed to the night roost in 
a tree. I was surprised how fast they can run. 
I probably saw the last two birds of a larger 
flock take flight. 

I usually see wild turkeys almost daily as 
I travel. The number varies from a few Toms 
to flocks up to a dozen of hens and their al- 
most grown young. 


Gray catbirds 
I am still seeing the gray catbirds in my 
yard. They winter along the east coast to 
Florida and the Gulf States. 


Birds at the feeder 

Black-capped chickadees, white-breasted 
nuthatches, tufted titmice, blue jays, cardi- 
nals and downy woodpeckers come to the 
feeder daily. I am feeding shelled peanuts 
and they are a favorite of the birds. The spar- 
rows eat the millet the other birds drop on 
the ground. 


People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-967- 
3505, leaving a message at extension 100 or 
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown- 
er@turley.com. 


This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All candidates running in 


both contested and uncontested races are asked to 
submit their statements to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is limited to between 
300-500 words maximum. Please include a photo. 


- opinion - 
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They key to arrangements is variety 


ers! I absolutely love utilizing 

different colors and textures 
side by side to create a gorgeous 
arrangement. The same holds true 
when making wreaths or mixed 
planters for the holidays. Even 
though you are using hues of es- 
sentially the same color, green, the 
excitement is in the texture. From 
airy white pine to rigid spruce, 
wispy arborvitae to dense juniper, pointy- 
leaved holly to minute boxwood, they look 
great together when thoughtfully arranged. 
Finish your creation with the addition of 
pinecones, winterberries and even sumac 
or budded Pieris as accents, and you will be 
following in the footsteps of pro designers. 

Acquiring lots of greens 1s easy. Many of 
the plants I mentioned make their homes in 
our landscapes or the nearby woods. While 
it’s not recommended to go overboard, I 
regularly prune this time of year purposely 
to use the clippings in my decorating. The 
key to a good cut 1s not to leave stubs; al- 
ways snip next to a side branch and space 
your pruning around the plant, not all in the 
same spot. And it goes without saying to do 
your best to ask permission when snipping 
on someone else’s property. 

Here is a refresher course from previous 
columns on how to make some of our favor- 
ite Christmastime arrangements: 

Making a wreath is easy. Start with a 
wire coat hanger opened up into a circle. 
Attach some pliable wire to it. Then, wrap 
little bunches of greens to the base one after 
another. Be careful to lay them alongside, 
not on top of each other. You can make a 
wreath of just one type of green at a time, or 
make mixed “bouquets” for your bunches. 
When you reach the end of the wreath, hide 
the last bunch under the first and secure the 
wire. You can easily make a loop for hang- 
ing, or use the hook that came with the coat 
hanger. 

If this sounds too difficult, why not make 
a simple swag? Choose a sturdy green for 
the base and position it stem pointing up 
with the pretty side facing you. Grab an- 
other type of green a bit smaller than the 
first and put it on top. Do this again and 
again with varying greens until you have a 
nice upside-down “fan.” To complete your 
swag, wrap wire around the stems four or 





[= so much fun to arrange flow- 


We will not publish any statements of candidacy 
inside the four weeks from election threshold. To 
publish any other campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our advertising representatives. 
We also do not allow personal attacks against other 
candidates or political parties in statements of can- 
didacy, nor do we publish for free any information 
about key endorsements or political fundraisers. 
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Roberta McQuaid 


five inches down from the top, 
leaving a loop on the back for a 
hanger. You can cover the wire 
with a bow, and insert some ber- 
ries or wired on pinecones should 
you wish. 

Homemade cemetery boxes 
are also simple to make, even for 
a novice floral arranger. If you 
don’t have plastic window boxes 
or wooden “logs” in your garage, 
spare plastic pots are fine substitutes. The 
key to crafting these 1s to remember that 
they are viewed from the front, so start with 
your tallest, most rigid boughs in the back 
and work your way forward. My moth- 
er always uses plain old garden soil to fill 
the container and hold the greens in place. 
Some florists use ‘sahara’ floral foam- it 1s a 
great anchor and is less messy but because 
it is so light in weight, add some stones to 
plastic containers to keep them 1n place. 

Mixed winter planters are made the same 
way. Try to keep the “one and a half” rule 
from Floral Arranging 101 in mind when 
determining how tall your planter should 
be. For proportions to be right, the height of 
your arrangement should be one and a half 
times the height of the container. For exam- 
ple, if your planter is a foot tall, your group- 
ing of greens can be 18 inches high. If this 
planter is viewed all the way around, start 
in the middle of the container and work out 
in one direction, then turn it around and do 
the same on the other side. Use rigid greens 
such as spruce to get your height. Wispy 
greens like white pine look great spilling 
over the edge, gaining width. Because they 
are dense, juniper and boxwood make great 
fillers. Holly and Pieris are fancy and per- 
fect for accent. If berries are scarce, you can 
dress up a planter with red twigs, bows, gild- 
ed pods and the like. 

Have fun scouring the countryside for 
a variety of greens this holiday season and 
even more fun crafting your arrangements! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 28 
years, She has held the position of staff hor- 
ticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@ 
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 


vs —_ 
; +> 


Letters to the editor of no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing specific candidates or 
discussing campaign issues are limited to three 
total per author during the election season. No 
election letters will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines. 
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POLICY 


etters to the ed- 
itor should be 
250 words or 


less in length, and guest 
columns between 500 
and 800 words. No un- 
signed or anonymous 
opinions will be pub- 
lished. We require that 
the person submitting 
the opinion also include 
his or her town of res- 
idence and home tele- 
phone number. We au- 
thenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit 
or withhold any sub- 
missions deemed to be 
libelous, unsubstantiat- 
ed allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation 
of character. 

Send opinions to: 
Letters to the Editor, 
80 Main Street, Ware, 
MA 01082 OR e-mail 
to ekennedy@turley. 
com. Deadline for sub- 
mission is Monday at 
noon for the following 
week’s edition. 
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Smola announces federal grants 


Friends of the library 
hold virtual holiday bazaar 


MONSON - A virtual holiday 
Bazaar will be held by the Friends 
of the Monson Free Library for the 
month of December. The bazaar 
wil feature four resident artists, 
who will offer their work for sale 
with 10% of the sale price donated 
to the Friends of the Monson Free 
Library. 

Maureen Solomon, potter and 
painter, will offer jewelry and oil 
paintings. Each necklace is unique, 
made of clay with Swarovski crys- 
tals or glass beads to add glitter. 
Oil paintings and wall hangings en- 
compass a variety of themes. 

Tod Beall will have stained glass 
panels and sun catchers for sale. 
He will also be available as a cus- 
tom designer, restorer, and repair- 
er of stained glass. His creations 
are original and use stunning and 
unusual pieces of glass and metal. 


Peter Mayberry offers sculptures 
made of copper, brass, steel and 
stainless steel. His work is sketched 
with soapstone, ground in by hand, 
heated with a welding torch for 
color and sprayed with lacquer. In 
addition, he will be selling original 
pieces of jewelry and wall hang- 
ings. 

Penny Lewis, fiber artist, will 
offer original quilted designs and 
exquisite appliqué created in a va- 
riety of fabrics carefully chosen 
to accentuate the subject matter 
of her fiber art creations. She will 
have table toppers, runners and 
quilts of many sizes for sale. For 
more information about purchas- 
ing from these local artists, people 
may go to https://monsonlibrary. 
com/friends-of-the-library or con- 
tact friends.monsonfreelibrary@ 
gmail.com with any questions. 





BOSTON — State Rep. 
Todd M. Smola (R-Warren, 
Ranking Member, Com- 
mittee on Ways & Means) 
is pleased to announce that 
several local law enforce- 
ment agencies will receive 
federal funding’ through 
the Byrne Memorial Justice 
Assistance Grant program 
and the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Admiunistra- 
tion. These grants will provide access 
to equipment and strengthen training, 
crime prevention and enforcement in1- 
tiatives across Massachusetts. 

The JAG program is the leading 
source of criminal justice funding 
awarded by the Department of Jus- 
tice to state and local jurisdictions. 
This funding is allocated for several 
needs, including protective equipment 
and communications infrastructure. 
As part of the program, Holland 
will receive $32,104; Palmer will re- 
ceive $31,200; Sturbridge will receive 
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$25,125; Wales will receive 
$23,552; and Warren will re- 
ceive $18,404. 

The National Highway 
Traffic Safety Admiunistra- 
tion provides funds for traf- 
fic enforcement campaigns, 
safety equipment and 
non-enforcement activities 
by local police. All the initia- 
tives contribute to reducing 
vehicle crashes and the re- 
sulting injuries and loss of life. As part 
of the program, Brimfield will receive 
$11,742; Holland will receive $7,162; 
and Sturbridge will receive $11,970. 

“As we approach the holidays, these 
additional resources will help keep our 
communities safe and encourage peo- 
ple to make smart decisions while out 
on the road,” said Smola. “I’m always 
appreciative for the vital services that 
our local police officers provide.” 

For additional information please 
contact Smola at Todd.Smola@ma- 
house.gov or 617-722-2100. 





Cornerstone Bank appoints Randal Webber president Jan. 1 


WORCESTER — Randal 
D. Webber will be appoint- 
ed President at Cornerstone 
Bank. Currently, Webber 
serves as the Bank’s EVP, 
COO and Chief Lending Of- 
ficer. “Randy has contributed 
enormously in helping Cor- 
nerstone honor our commit- 
ment to enhancing the vitality 
of local communities and the 
well-being of all of our cus- 


tomers” states Cornerstone Bank Presi- 
dent and Treasurer Todd Tallman, who 





Randal Webber 


will assume the role of CEO 
on January 1. “His strategic 
and managerial skills go far 
beyond the lending discipline. 
I’ve found his insights on retail 
and digital banking to be in- 
valuable - not only in relation 
to our products and services, 
but also the professional de- 
velopment of our team mem- 
bers.” After joining Spencer- 
BANK in 2009 as SVP, Chief 


Risk Officer Webber served in increasingly 
responsible positions until his promotion 


in 2012 to EVP, Chief Lending Officer. 
When SpencerBANK and Southbridge 
Savings Bank created a merger of equals 
in 2016 to form Cornerstone Bank, Web- 
ber was named EVP, Chief Operating 
Officer. In this executive-level role, he 
has helped facilitate significant growth 
of the bank’s commercial and retail ser- 
vice and operations, particularly within 
its commercial portfolio. He currently 
serves on the Board of the Worcester 
State University Foundation. In a relat- 
ed development, SVP and Senior Com- 
mercial Officer Michael J. Quink will be 


promoted on Jan. 1, 2021, to EVP, Senior 
Commercial Officer. Prior to his current 
role, Quink was SVP, Commercial Divi- 
sion Manager at SpencerBANK. He 1s 
a Board member of the Horace Mann 
Education Foundation. Cornerstone 
Bank is an independent, mutual savings 
bank serving the residents, businesses, 
and communities throughout Central 
Massachusetts from offices in Charlton, 
Holden, Leicester, Rutland, Southbridge, 
Spencer, Sturbridge, Warren, Webster, 
and Worcester, along with a Loan Center 
in Westborough. 
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Sturbridge Rotary gifts masks to local first responders 


By Sydney Leanna 
Correspondent 


STURBRIDGE -— ‘Tis the season of giving. PPE 
and generosity. On Tuesday, Nov. 24, Sturbridge Ro- 
tary Club members and representatives of the town of 
Sturbridge’s first responders gathered outside the Stur- 
bridge Police Station for a special presentation. 

One thousand PPE face masks were generously 
donated to the Sturbridge Rotary Club by a Rotarian 
in the Connecticut District. Sturbridge Rotary Club 
President Dr. David Zonia presented these face masks 
to the town to assist first responders as they protect 
and support our Sturbridge community. 

The first responders were represented by Interim 
Police Chief Earl Dessert and Fire Chief John Grasso, 
Jr. who were most appreciative to receive the donation. 
Included in those on hand to witness the presentation 
were fellow Sturbridge Rotary Club members Klaus 


COURTESY PHOTO 


and Glenys Hachfeld. Rotary’s Past District Gover- 
nor Hachfeld said, “The whole point of this Club is to 
help the community.” Donations such as these truly 
exemplify the Rotary motto, “Service above Self.” 
The Sturbridge Police Department is also doing 
their part, of course, to give back to the community. 
They recently partnered with the organization “Cops 
For Kids With Cancer,’ working together to help fam- 
ilies who are especially struggling this holiday season 
by providing much needed financial help. Please con- 
sider donating to this cause online at: https://copsfork- 
idswithcancer.org/donation-sturbridge-police-2020/. 
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They are hoping to surpass their $2,500 goal. 

With all that’s transpired this year, we’re reminded 
now more than ever that taking care of our communi- 
ty is truly what matters the most. 

Sturbridge Rotary Club is one of 35,000 clubs 
worldwide providing humanitarian service as mem- 
bers of Rotary International. Beyond the regional and 
international help that the club provides, the members 
are most proud of providing support for local issues 
impacting the members of the Sturbridge community. 

Sydney Leanna is a Tantasqua Regional High 
School senior. 
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At left Sturbridge Rotary Club President Dr. David Zonia presents 
personal protective equipment to Fire Chief John Grasso and Interim 
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Old Sturbridge Village and Country Bank serve Thanksgiving meals 


STURBRIDGE — Old Sturbridge Village and Coun- 
try Bank came together again, to offer 750 free meals to 
families in need this Thanksgiving. The culinary team at 
the village prepared, cooked and assembled the meals. 
Country Bank not only financially supported the proj- 
ect, but delivered and distributed the meals as well. The 
meals were delivered to St. Johns Food for the Poor, 
YWCA, Abby’s House, Veterans Inc. and Elm Street 
Congregational Church. In addition, the students of 
Old Sturbridge Academy created hand-made greeting 
cards to go with the meals. “We wanted to do everything 
we could to help support families in the community 
this Thanksgiving,’ said James Donahue, president of 
Old Sturbridge Village. “Country Bank and Old Stur- 































BERMUDA SHORTS ARE IN 


Pink-sand beaches. Turquoise waters. Tangerine sunsets. 
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May 28-June 4, 2021 ..7-night Bermuda Cruise ...from $1399 
March 20-30, 2022......10-night Caribbean Cruisefrom $1599 
May 27-June 3, 2022 ..7-night Bermuda Cruise ...from $1499 


Book Early for Best Cabins 


For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357 
or email adventuretours@att.net 
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com 


bridge Village share a collective belief that we can make 
a difference when we work together, and we are doing 
just that.” Paul Scully, president and CEO of Country 
Bank, said, “As a community partner, we care deeply 
about our communities, and we want to offer our sup- 
port where it 1s needed most this holiday season. As we 
reflect on the past year with gratitude for the bank’s 
strength and ability to support so many in need, we are 
also humbled to witness so many great acts of kindness 
and support throughout our communities from the peo- 
ple and businesses who make this region the remarkable 
place it 1s to live and work.” Scully added, “The pan- 
demic has taken its toll on the people and places in our 
communities. We know that many have suffered losses 
over the last several months. Some have lost their jobs, 
their business, and others have lost loved ones. There is 
not a more significant time in our history for commu- 
nity partners to step up and provide support to those 
in need.” Situated on 200 scenic acres, Old Sturbridge 
Village is a collection of more than 40 historic buildings 
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including homes, meetinghouses, trade shops, work- 
ing farms, restaurants, shops and three water-powered 
mills. Country Bank is a full-service mutual community 
bank serving Central and Western Massachusetts with 
14 offices in Ware, Palmer, West Brookfield, Brimfield, 
Belchertown, Wilbraham, Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton, 
Charlton and Worcester. 





Sturbridge Recreation 
to host winter tree 
scavenger hunt 


STURBRIDGE — People may walk the Heins 
Farm, 200 Leadmine Road, trails anytime in the 
month of December while discovering a favorite dec- 
orated winter tree. They may take a photo of their fa- 
vorite tree and take a selfie 
with the tree and post it on 
town of Sturbridge Rec- 
reation Facebook page or 
email to ecarson@stur- 
bridge.gov. Photos must 
be submitted no later than 
Jan. 7 to be included in the 
grand pize drawing. Win- 
ners will be drawn at the 
January 2021 Conserva- 
tion Commission meeting. 
Families or other small 
groups can submit entries 
as a team. The Sturbridge 
Recreation encourag- 
es family participation, 
but primary participants 
should be under the age of 
13. Maps can be found at 
Heins Farm Trail Kiosk. 
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Field hockey season ends with Cougars win 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


WARREN -— The sun set on 
the 2020 Central Mass. high 
school field hockey season on 
Nov. 20. 

It was another memorable 
afternoon for the Quaboag 
Lady Cougars, especially for 
the members of the senior class. 

Led by seniors Darian 
Shepherd, Abigail Bouchard, 
Hannah Martin, and Paisleigh 
Atwood, Quaboag built a 3-0 
halftime lead against the North 
Brookfield Lady Indians. The 
Lady Cougars managed to 
hold onto their lead during the 
second half en route to a 3-1 
home victory. 

The Lady Cougars finished 
the 2020 campaign, which was 
delayed more than a month 
because of COVID-19, with 
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an 8-1-1 record. Their only loss 
came at Leicester on Election 
Day by the final score of 1-0. 
They also tied Leicester, 1-1, 
in a home match, which was 


played the day before they faced 
the Lady Indians in the season 
finale. Quaboag went 5-0-1 in 
their final six matches of the 
season. 





Paisleigh A Atwood connects solid on a free hit. 
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PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS. COM 
Katelyn Swistak works near the sideline with possession of the ball. 


Lily P Potvin signs for the ball. 


When Quaboag and North 
Brookfield battled each other 
at the beginning of the regu- 
lar season, the Lady Cougars 
squeaked out a 1-0 road win. 


Hannah Martin tries to weave out of 
traffic. 





Shepherd scored the lone goal 
in that contest, which was as- 
sisted by Atwood, with less than 


Please see COUGARS, page 8 








Ayla lowiec is pressured by the North 
Brookfield defense. 





Wrestling to be played in spring season 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — First it was 
outdoor “indoor” track, now 
could wrestling be moving out- 
doors? 

Rather than cancel the high 
school wrestling season, the 
Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association has voted 
to move wrestling to the spring 
season. 

A “bubble” was placed be- 
tween the winter and spring 
seasons to account for sports 
that were either shut down, 
or in the case of football and 
cheerleading, sports that were 
deemed high-risk to play 
during the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic. 

While there is optimism 
some restrictions will lift as the 
vaccine rolls out in the next few 
months, the MIAA is operat- 


ing as through the pandemic 
conditions exist until they are 
otherwise guided by the state 
Department of Energy and En- 
vironmental Affairs. The EEA 
has been issuing the guidance 
high schools have been oper- 
ating with. The guidance has 
included modified rules and 
protocols utilized to help keep 
students healthy while also re- 
maining on the athletic fields. 

The EEA has advised 
against wrestling during the 
winter season due to the sport 
having “sustained close con- 
tact” between competitors. 

With football already set 
to be played during the “bub- 
ble” season, the decision was 
made to try and have wrestling 
during the spring season. 

With school gymnasiums 
being utilized for boys volley- 
ball during the spring as well 
as the temperatures rising, the 


idea of hosting wrestling meets 
outdoors has been broached. It 
is unclear how that would look 
and what conditions spring 
athletes will compete under, but 
it would definitely be a first to 
hold wrestling meets outdoors. 
Meets typically take place in 
the center of a gymnasium on 
hard mats. 

While it will more than like- 
ly be played during the bubble 
season, indoor track is also be- 
ing talked about to be played 
outdoors due to the improving 
weather between February and 
April. 

It is otherwise unclear how 
a change in seasons will af- 
fect already shrinking wres- 
tling programs in the region. 
Many teams are having more 
and more trouble fielding full 
teams of at least 14 wrestlers, 


Please see SPRING, page 9 





HoopHall event cancelled, 
to return in 2022 


SPRINGFIELD — The 
Naismith Memorial Basket- 
ball Hall of Fame announced 
today the cancellation of 
the 2021 Spalding Hoophall 
Classic presented by Eastbay. 
The annual basketball show- 
case entering its 20th year 
at Springfield College, the 
birthplace of basketball, 1s 
typically played during MLK 
Weekend. 

“We're obviously extreme- 
ly disappointed to cancel 
Hoophall Classic, a premiere 
event in the high school bas- 
ketball calendar,” said Greg 
Procino, Vice President of 
Basketball Operations for the 
Naismith Memorial Basket- 
ball Hall of Fame. “The event 
has seen tremendous talent 
and success over the past two 
decades, with a number of 


sellout crowds, but ultimately 
the safety of our fans, student 
athletes and staff is of the ut- 
most importance. We thank 
Springfield and our market- 
ing partners for their support 
over the years and look for- 
ward to returning to Blake 
Arena when it’s safe to do so.” 

The Basketball Hall of 
Fame plans to relaunch the 
elite high school event in 
2022. For the latest updates as 
they become available, follow 
@hoophallclassic on _ Insta- 
gram and Twitter. 

The HoopHall event has 
featured many games featur- 
ing area high school teams, in- 
cluding South Hadley, Holy- 
oke, Minnechaug, Chicopee, 
Chicopee | Comprehensive, 
South Hadley, Agawam, and 
Granby during its history. 


PAGE 8 


Lady Pioneers finally score in finale 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


PALMER — The Hampden Charter 
and Pathfinder girls soccer teams were 
looking to get into the win column for 
the first time this fall when they battled 
each other in the season finale. 

The Lady Pioneers got the job done 
with a 3-2 home victory over the Wolves 
on Nov. 16. 

“It feels very good to end our season 
on a high note,” said Pathfinder head 
coach Tom Dyjack. “We were able to 
score a couple of goals and our goalie 
made a couple of key saves.” 

A year ago, Pathfinder and Hamp- 
den Charter, which is in Chicopee, faced 
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each other twice during the regular sea- 
son. The Wolves won the first meeting, 
5-0, and the second match-up ended in 
a 1-1 draw. 

The Lady Pioneers, who qualified for 
the 2019 Western Massachusetts Divi- 
sion 4 tournament with an 8-7-3 record, 
normally plays against other vocational 
schools like McCann Tech, Sci-Tech, 
Putnam, and Westfield Tech during the 
regular season. 

Because of COVID-19, the Lady Pio- 
neers were put into a bubble with seven 
other schools from the surrounding com- 
munities. The top finishers in the league 
standings were Monson, Belchertown, 
South Hadley, Granby, and Palmer. 

“We just tried to do our best in every 


game this season,’ Dyjack said. “We 
do have a lot of younger players on the 
team, so we should have a much better 
season next year. This was a very com- 
petitive game for us.” 

Prior to facing Pathfinder, Hampden 
Charter had only played three games 
against Pope Francis, which were all 
one-sided affairs. 

The only two seniors listed on the 
Pathfinder roster are Jylian Auger and 
Cierra Table, who are goalkeepers. Nei- 
ther one of them played in the final game 
of the season. 

Sophomore Angelina Therrian made 
a total of 12 saves in her first varsity 
game as a goalie. 

“Angelina had never even played the 





position in practice, but she told me that 
she could do it,” Dyjack said. “She made 
a couple of big saves and played fantas- 
tic out there.” 

The Lady Pioneers took the lead for 
the first time with about ten minutes re- 
maining in the second half. 

With the score tied at 2-2, Pathfinder 
sophomore Stephanie Kozlick dribbled 
the ball between a couple of defenders 
down the left wing before delivering a 
pass into the box. The pass went to ju- 
nior Courtney Shea, who blasted a shot 
into the back of the net past sophomore 
Hampden Charter sophomore goalie 
Victoria Fogg (8 saves). 


Please see PIONEERS, page 9 





COUGARS from page 7 


three minutes remaining in regulation. 

Shepherd, Bouchard, Martin, and 
Atwood are the only seniors listed on 
the Quaboag field hockey roster. Josh 
Gray, who’s the Director of Field Hock- 
ey Operations, will also be graduating 
next June. He has been a member of the 
Quaboag field hockey program for the 
past six seasons. 

The Lady Indians posted a 5-5 record 
this fall. They defeated Shepherd Hill 
and David Prouty twice. Their other win 
came at home against Tantasqua. Three 
of their five victories were shutouts. 

The only senior listed on the North 
Brookfield roster is Cami Zalauskas, 
who didn’t play in any games this fall be- 
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cause of an injury. 

Unlike the first meeting of the sea- 
son between the two neighboring high 
schools, it didn’t take the Lady Cougars 
very long to take a 1-0 lead in the season 
finale. 

Shepherd dribbled the ball around 
a defender before firing a shot into the 
cage past North Brookfield freshman 
goalie Shannon Toomey for an unassist- 
ed breakaway goal with 13:46 remaining 
in the first quarter. 

Less than five minutes later, North 
Brookfield junior Kelly Daige delivered 
a pass into the circle to junior Eve Tonks. 
Her shot attempt deflected off the pads 
of Quaboag sophomore goalie Arianna 
Masterjohn. 

Masterjohn would then make a kick 
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Turleysports 


Athlete of the Month 


ULTON 


Insurance Agency Inc About Your 


HOME — AUTO — BUSINESS — LIFE 


NAME: Darian Shepherd 
SCHOOL: Quaboag 


Shepherd was one of the 
goal scorers for Quaboag in their 
2-1 victory over Shepherd Hill 
earlier this month. 


To nominate someone for 
Athlete of the Month, 
contact Managing Sports Editor 
Gregory A. Scibelli at 
413-283-8393 ext. 258 
or send an e-mail to 
gscibelli@turley.com. 


Our Family 
Cares 


Family 


CONGRATULATIONS 
ATHLETE! 


Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff 
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing 


143 West Street 
Ware, MA 01082 


45 North Main Street 
Belchertown, MA 01007 


www.moultoninsurance.com 


K_ More companies, 
independent more choices, 
Agent: BETTER RATES! 





413-967-3327 ARBELLA 


INSURANCE 


save on another shot by Tonks. 

While the visiting team failed to tie 
the score, the home team would increase 
their lead with 3:38 left in the opening 
quarter. That’s when Shepherd delivered 
a pass to Bouchard, who pushed a shot 
into the cage. 

The Lady Cougars also had a couple 
of shots during the final twenty seconds 
of the quarter. 

Quaboag’s third goal was scored by 
sophomore Kiara Gauthier, which was 
assisted by Martin, with 13:29 left in the 
first half: 

Shepherd and Bouchard also had 
shots on goal for Quaboag during the 
second quarter, but the score remained 
3-0 at intermission. 

In the middle of the third quarter, 





Ty Babineau takes the ball out of the defensive end 
for the Indians. 





Kelly Daige collides with an opponent. 


North Brookfield sophomore Ty Babin- 
eau made an outstanding diving save on 
a shot attempt by Martin, which pre- 
vented the Lady Cougars from taking a 
4-0 lead. 

Masterjohn, who posted six shutouts 
this season, was able to keep the Lady 
Indians off the scoreboard during the 
first three quarters of the game. 

Babineau ended Masterjohn’s shut- 
out bid by scoring an unassisted break- 
away goal with 12:09 remaining in the 
game. 

Neither team had very many scoring 
chances the rest of the way. 

It was a little different season, but the 
four Quaboag seniors can always say 
that they won their final high school field 
hockey game. 
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PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS. COM 
Eve Tonks takes possession for North Brookfield. 
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Santa Parade this Saturday on School Street 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — The 
town will hold its annual Santa Parade 
this Saturday, Dec. 5. This year, due 
to COVID-19 restrictions, we will be 
hosting a “reverse parade.” This will be 
a drive-through event where the floats 
remain stationary and viewers drive 
through. hope to create a memorable 


experience for the children and families 
that attend. 

Santa will also be on hand to give a 
gift bag to each child at the end of the 
parade route while Santa’s supplies last. 

The parade is from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
Floats and vehicles participating in the 
parade will line up on the Vibram side 


of School Street from Grove Street to 
Main Street. Viewers will enter the pa- 
rade route on the Grove Street side and 
exit onto Main Street. 

Santa would like to thank the fol- 
lowing donors for making the gift bags 
possible: Cuddy Insurance Agency, 
Christine Mackenzie, Erin Mahoney, a 


Realtor with Michael Toomey & Asso- 
ciates, 

Karen and Michael Morrison and the 
Vibram Corporation. 

In these difficult times, more than 
ever, the organizers hope to light up the 
dark of winter and warm the hearts of 
the children and families in town. 





PIONEERS from page 8 


“Stephanie was able to work the ball down the field 
before crossing it into the box,” Dyjack said. “Court- 
ney was able to finish the play by scoring her first varsi- 
ty goal. It was a beautiful play.” 

Kozlick scored Pathfinder’s first two goals during 
the first half. 

“It was my first two goals of the season,” Kozlick 
said. “We faced a bunch of very good teams, who aren't 
normally in our conference. I’m glad that we were able 
to win at least one game.” 

Kozlick nearly recorded her first hat-trick of the sea- 
son during the second half, but a breakaway shote was 
saved by Fogg. 

With ten seconds left in the contest, Therrian made 
her final save of the match, which allowed the Lady Pi- 


oneers to celebrate at least one victory this fall. 

“T thought they were going to tie the score again on 
that last second shot,’ Dyjack said. “Angelina was able 
to come up with the save. I thought we played very well 
during second half.” 

The Wolves took a 1-0 lead a minute into the first 
half following a goal by eighth grader Danasia Wilson, 
which was assisted by junior Kylie Pothier. 

An unassisted goal by Kozlick ten minutes later tied 
the score for the first time. 

The visitors would retake the lead when a long direct 
kick by Pothier floated into the right corner. 

The Lady Pioneers managed to tie the score again 
late in the first half following Kozlick’s second goal, 
which was assisted by sophomore Ava Theoclis. 

The score remained deadlock at 2-2 for the next 30 
minutes. 





SPRING from page 7 


of which each one can fit into every weight class. With 
wrestling being competed in the spring, some schools 
could lose competitors to their regular spring sports, 
including lacrosse, baseball, tennis, and track. There 
also could be a lack of tournaments for individual 


wrestlers to compete in depending on how the region 
reacts to the sports movement to the spring. 

There will be no winter tournaments for basketball 
and hockey. It is unknown whether spring sports will 
have tournaments played. 

Wrestlers are allowed to have practices during the 
winter season. 





New Braintree Police Log 


For the week of Noy. 2-9, the HardwicklNew Brain- 

tree Police Department conducted 13 buildinglproperty 
checks, 8 radar assignments, 6 motor vehicle stops, 20 
directedlarea patrols, 5 safety hazards, 2 traffic controls, 
1 animal call, 1 identity theft, 1 forgery/fraud, I larceny! 
theft/shoplifting and 3 emergency 911 calls in the town of 
New Braintree. 


Monday, Nov. 2 
11:47 a.m. Phone - Safety Hazard Igoe Road - Taken/ 
Referred to Other Agency 
12:37 p.m. Phone - Safety Hazard Gilbertville Road - 
Taken/Referred to Other Agency 
3:19 p.m. Initiated - Motor Vehicle Stop Barre Road - 
Summons Issued 
6:22 p.m. Phone - Safety Hazard Barre Road - Re- 
moved Hazard 
6:50 p.m. Phone - Identity Theft Scott Road - Report 
Taken 


Tuesday, Nov. 3 
2:44 a.m. 911 - Misdial Hardwick Road - Services 
Rendered 
5:35 a.m. 911 - Medical Emergency Letendre Lane - 
Transported to Hospital 
10:06 a.m. Walk-in - Forgery/Fraud Utley Road - Re- 
port Taken 


Wednesday, Nov. 4 
7:22 a.m. 911 - Motor Vehicle Accident Ravine Road - 
Report Taken 
6:20 p.m. Initiated - Motor Vehicle Stop West Brook- 
field Road - Citation Issued 


Thursday, Nov. 5 
4:49 a.m. 911 - Safety Hazard Ravine Road - Removed 
Hazard 
11:49 a.m. Phone - Larceny/Theft/Shoplifting Moore 
Road - Report Taken 


Friday, Nov. 6 
7:37 a.m. Phone - Safety Hazard Barre Road - Spoken 
To 


For the week of Nov. 9-16, the Hardwick/New Brain- 
tree Police Department conducted 25 building/property 
checks, 6 radar assignments, 1 motor vehicle stop, 21 
directed/area patrols, 1 safety hazard, 6 traffic controls, 
3 animal calls, 1 scam and 1 emergency 911 calls in the 
town of New Braintree. 


Tuesday, Nov. 10 
4:52 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle Stop Gilbertville 
Road — Arrest(s) Made 


Thursday, Nov. 12 
11:15 a.m. Phone — Lost/Stolen Plate West Brookfield 
Road — Officer Handled 
4:36 p.m. Phone — Scam Davis Road — Officer Handled 


Friday, Nov. 13 
8:06 a.m. 911 — Motor Vehicle Accident Hardwick 
Road — Services Rendered 


Sunday, Nov. 15 
9:42 p.m. Phone — Safety Hazard West Brookfield Road 
— Removed Hazard 





CARES from page 1 


town for the survey through a grant. The number did 
not represent all the historic buildings. The historical 
commission said there was no pressure on owners to 
pursue historical registration of the buildings. 


Sewer fees 

Shane Moody of the sewer system said increas- 
ing the cost for accepting outside septic waste would 
result in the town loosing that business. He said the 
current six cents per gallon covers the cost of han- 
dling and hauling the sludge to Cranston and more 
than covers the expense. The in town rate was five 
per gallon. Selectman Suprenant said he looked into 
what several other towns charged and it was nine or 
ten cents per gallon. He said Palmer recently went up 
to nine and half cents per gallon. He said what the 
town charges did not include the cost of capital costs. 
Selectmen agreed to table the matter for two weeks so 
they could obtain more information. 


Acceptance of gifts 
The board also accepted a donation of face 
shields for first responders from the Sturbridge Ro- 
tary Club. They also accepted a $100 donation from 
CMG Environmental for the fire department. 


Other business 

Town administrator Jeff Bridges said during 
the past few weeks there was good news about the 
COVID vaccine. He said when the vaccine was 
available to the public he suggested the selectmen 
allow two vaccine days to employees. He said the 
vaccine required two shots, the first shot and one 28 
days later for the second. He did not need an answer 
at this time. 

Caregiver Patient LLC. Changed its name to Lo- 
cal Roots and the change required an amendment to 
the Community Host Agreement. Selectmen voted 
to sign the amended Community Host Agreement 
as revised by KP Law. 








MIAA issues 
statement 

regarding 
winter sports 


FRANKLIN — The Massachusetts Interscho- 
lastic Athletic Association (MIAA) COVID-19 
Task Force representatives today presented winter 
sport modifications and recommendations for the 
2020-2021 season to the MIAA Board of Direc- 
tors. 

This presentation culminated a two-week MIAA 
governance process which included sport-specific 
sub-committee meetings where updated Executive 
Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) 
and current Massachusetts Department of Ele- 
mentary and Secondary (DESE) guidelines were 
reviewed. These subcommittees created sport-spe- 
cific modifications and presented them to the full 
committees for approval. The MIAA Sports Med- 
icine Committee (SMC) and ultimately the MIAA 
Covid-19 Task force subsequently approved the 
modifications. 

MIAA Executive Director Bill Gaine stated, 
“The MIAA’s mission can be defined by a dual 
prescription: promoting maximum participation 
opportunities for the maximum number of stu- 
dent-athletes so that life lessons can be learned. At 
the same time, promoting the health and safety of 
all participants is the Association’s imperative.” 

The MIAA Board of Directors voted to ap- 
prove sport-specific modifications for the Winter 
Season. These modifications will continue to be 
reviewed as they relate to current regulations sur- 
rounding COVID-19 and may be modified if nec- 
essary. Additional modifications or the decision to 
participate in MIAA-recognized winter sports will 
be determined by local school districts and/or their 
local Board of Health. You may view the Task 
Force presentation on the MIAA website. 

Highlights include: 

The Winter Season will have a new start date of 
December 14, 2020. 

Modifications for the sports of Wrestling, In- 
door Track, winter Cheerleading and Dance were 
not created or presented due to committee recom- 
mendation for those sports to be moved to a differ- 
ent sport season. Indoor Track is moved to the Fall 
II Season and Wresting, winter Cheerleading and 
Dance are moved to the Spring Season. 

MIAA President and Marshfield Superinten- 
dent Jeff Granatino said, “It is great to see that so 
many of our student-athletes will be able to take 
part in the sports they love this winter. Many 
coaches, athletic directors, principals and superin- 
tendents worked hard over the past few weeks to 
ensure that we would be able to offer interscholas- 
tic athletes for our students, and I want to thank 
them for their efforts.” 

Granatino added, “The pandemic has reshaped 
the way education is delivered across the coun- 
try and the same can be said about its impact on 
athletics. Nonetheless, I am confident our stu- 
dent-athletes and coaches will adjust to the new 
expectations this winter and have an experience as 
fulfilling and as exciting as what we saw during the 
fall season. Gaine reinforced, “Our membership 
should be proud that our Board’s actions today re- 
flect allegiance to the MIAA mission.” 

The approved Winter Season sport modifica- 
tions are located on the MIAA COVID-19 Task 
Force Page. The Frequently Asked Question 
(FAQ) document located on the Task Force page 
is currently being updated to better reflect and pro- 
vide clarity with recent decisions. This will be post- 
ed as soon as possible. 
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12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


HOT TUB 5 years old. Works Fine. 
We're too old now. $100.00 Must bring 
flat bed truck and two strong loaders. 
Call (978)355-6280 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


CORD WOOD Debarked and bark- 
on firewood, Seasoned & Green. Tree 
Removal Services. Call for Pricing 978- 
423-2889 www.CentralMassTree.com 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Town: 


Number of Weeks: 


Credit Card: 


(J MasterCard 
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Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 





WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! Com- 
ics, Comic Artwork, Vintage Toys, 
Pulps, Etc! 50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff (413) 529-0326 gary@ 
gdcomics.com 





AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 





A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE 


Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


Buying? 

Selling? 

Our Classifieds 
Get Results! 





Call us at 413.283.8393 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


Snow Plowing, driveways and small 
parking lots. Residential and Com- 
mercial clean-outs/dumpster service. 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Monson, Ludlow 
area. Fully insured. Call DiRico Proper- 
ties (413) 530-1299 





Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Phone 
eee ee eee State ss Zips 
X per week rate = $ 
LIVISA  U Discover LI Cash L1 Check# 
_sC&EXp. Date — CW 
Date: 


Amount of charge: 


DEADLINES: 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ' ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ———— 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 
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aS 
ae 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 





BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 
ae BROOKFIELD 


EASTHAMPTON 











EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


Includes 
———__—_____———_ additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


$5.00 
“ 
y 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE: 
MENT- KITCHENS bathrooms, re- 
placement windows & doors, roofing, 
siding, decks, custom woodworking, 
drywall. Full insured & registered 413- 
237-2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 


FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 

(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
- learn how to teach painting with this 
special method to people of all ages 
and abilities and have your own busi- 
ness with a stable income. Fill the need 
for more art in healthcare facilities. 
Check it out at: 

www.artis4every1.com 

or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAVING 


STANLEY AND SONS PAVING 
Third Generation of quality drive- 
ways, parking lots, roadways. Free 
Estimates. Loam Delivery Senior Dis- 
counts. Call anytime (413)267-1996, 
(413) 246-7999 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 
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TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. [ree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 


thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


BUILDING MAINTENANCE 
PERSON Ware Property looking for 
a full time Maintenance Person who 
can handle the day to day activities 
of maintaining historic properties. Ba- 
sic knowledge of carpentry, electric, 
plumbing, window repair, landscaping 
and plowing. Drivers License required. 
Rick (508) 868-7137 


REAL ESTATE 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 





FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.’ We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 





HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

¢Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 

eLaundry Facilities 

eCats Welcome 


eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


STORAGE 


SELF STORAGE 
WARREN/WARE 
Lowest prices, new units! 
Call Mary (413) 531-3722. 
Securestoragema.com 


WINTER STORAGE Brand New Fa- 
cility Ware. Boats, RV’s, Jet Skis. 
(413)531-3722 Mary 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grina- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


Find archives of this local newspaper at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


PLAN from page 1 


trail system, revitalization of the Town 
House, downtown redevelopment and 
business investment. All of these goals 
are dedicated to making North Brook- 
field’s commercial/cultural center a pe- 
destrian friendly, economically viable 
area. 

After establishing timelines and re- 
sponsible entities, the DDC is moving 
forward on each of their goals, while re- 
maining closely aligned with the Friends 
of the Town House as they move for- 
ward with their own Town House proj- 
ect, which has three main objectives. 

They want to renovate and revitalize 
the Town House and its Great Hall as 
a venue for local, regional, and touring 
theater productions, musical perfor- 
mances, and community gatherings 

They also want to end isolation by 
offering programs that unite the com- 
munity through common purpose and 
opportunities 





QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 


Classified Advertising 
DEADLINES 





an equal opportunity basis. 


(781)315-2936 


MONDAY 


HILLTOWNS 
AT NOON 


community 


They also propose to build a creative 
economy by utilizing untapped human 
and physical resources, incubating cre- 
ative problem solving, fostering inno- 
vation and building a workforce for the 
future that will strengthen downtown 
North Brookfield businesses and the 
economic viability of the region 

The Friends have been taking steps 
toward the restoration of the Town 
House, a building listed on the Nation- 
al Register of Historic Places. With the 
help of a Massachusetts Cultural Coun- 
cil grant they have completed an archi- 
tectural feasibility study of the building, 
and a theatrical report for its Great Hall. 

Working toward their second and 
third objectives the Friends have de- 
veloped an innovative program called 
ROAR — Rural Opportunity through 
Art and Restoration. When ROAR is 
fully implemented, the Town House will 
provide a wide assortment of creative 
workshops and will host a variety of 
performances in the Great Hall. With 
the interactive, imaginative, exciting arts 


and life programs they are creating for 
the renovated Town House, the Friends 
hope to make positive changes for the 
people of North Brookfield, while draw- 
ing in residents from surrounding areas. 

Having an arts-driven and walkable 
downtown has been proven in both re- 
search and practical studies to be the 
most effective way to improve econom- 
ic viability in rural communities. When 
communities attract tourism, all com- 
mercial businesses experience significant 
upticks and home sales increase. All of 
this directly enriches the tax base and 
the public offerings, which in turn bene- 
fits everyone. 

After the Town House and its theater 
are renovated and ROAR 1s in place, the 
building once again will be the ‘center 
of everything’ in the region as it was 
for decades upon decades. Community 
involvement in this undertaking is vi- 
tal. As the DDC and the Friends work 
to attain their goals, potential grantors 
and donors are expecting to see support 
from town leaders and residents. 


a6 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 





STUDIO APARTMENT Includes 
small fridge, mountain views, parking, 
walking distance to stores. 


age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Jessie 





Pilot ROAR programs are being 
planned now. It is hoped that they can 
begin in the spring, either virtually or 
in person, in a temporary space until 
the Town House is ready for occupan- 
cy. As challenging as it is in this age of 
COVID-19, it is vitally important that 
the town and its residents find ways to 
be together, create together, and build 
community together — now more than 
ever before. 

For more information on the Friends 
of the Town House renovation project 
and the ROAR program check out its 
new website at www.nbtownhouse.com. 

Keep up to date on the work of the 
Downtown Development Committee at 
NorthBrookfield DDC@gmail.com or 
follow the link from the town website. 
Also find them on Facebook by search- 
ing North Brookfield Downtown De- 
velopment Committee or using the fol- 
lowing link: https://www.facebook.com/ 
North-Brookfield-Downtown-Develop- 
ment- Committee-101799524697159/?- 
modal=admin_todo_tour. 





BUDGET from page 1 


coverage for over 1.9 million people, en- 
suring that comprehensive care for our 
most vulnerable children, seniors and 
low-income residents is protected in the 
middle of a public health crisis. The Sen- 
ate’s budget also includes targeted invest- 
ments to maintain and expand access to 
mental health care, while strengthening 
public health infrastructure at the local, 
state and regional level to combat the ef- 
fects of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Senate’s budget protects Mas- 
sachusetts students and educational 
institutions. Continuing the Senate’s 
long-standing support of targeted in- 
vestments in education, this budget 
holds harmless Chapter 70 funding in 
a manner consistent with the agreement 
reached between the Senate, House and 
Administration in July by providing 
$5.283 billion, an increase of $107.6 


million over FY20. This additional level 
of investment will allow all school dis- 
tricts to maintain foundation spending 
levels while accounting for enrollment 
and inflation changes. The budget also 
includes $345 million for the Special 
Education (SPED) Circuit Breaker, re- 
imbursing school districts for the cost 
of educating students with disabilities 
at the statutorily required 75% reim- 
bursement rate. In addition to ensuring 
stability for the state’s K 12 population, 
the Senate’s budget takes steps to invest 
in childcare providers and higher educa- 
tion institution, both of which are crit- 
ically important to the state’s economy 
and recovery in midst of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The Senate’s budget recommends 
a total of $46 billion in spending, a 
5.5% increase over the Fiscal Year 
2020 (FY20) General Appropriations 
Act. This spending recommendation 1s 


based on a revised tax revenue estimate 
of $27.592 billion, which provides for 
$3.558 billion less in available revenue 
than the original consensus revenue es- 
timate originally agreed upon in January 
2020. To close this anticipated revenue 
shortfall, the FY21 budget includes $1.5 
billion from the Stabilization Fund, en- 
suring a majority of the Stabilization 
Fund balance remains for future years; 
$1.38 billion in available federal sup- 
ports and more than $400 million in new 
revenue initiatives. Among those initia- 
tives, the budget includes provisions 
such as accelerated sales tax collection 
and a new fee structure for Transporta- 
tion Network Companies. The budget 
also avoids drastic budget cuts while 
leaving the Commonwealth in a sound 
fiscal position moving forward. 
COVID-19 related budget items in- 
clude: $10 million for grants to sup- 
port local boards of health to combat 


COVID-19; $2.5 million for a new 
matching funds grant program to assist 
communities making public health-ori- 
ented adjustments to their public safety 
systems, including targeted reforms such 
as jail diversion programs, de-escalation 
training and professionals and behav- 
ioral health staffing and supports; $1.7 
million for the State Action for Public 
Health Excellence (SAPHE) program 
to support a more effective local and 
regional public health delivery system 
and $1 million for a COVID-19 Vaccine 
Distribution Plan program, focused on 
equitable vaccine distribution. In addi- 
tion to these health care investments, the 
Senate’s budget takes meaningful steps 
to expand access to care. 

A Conference Committee will now 
convene to reconcile the differences be- 
tween the Senate budget and the version 
passed by the House of Representatives 
last week. 
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NEW PRICE 


31 WEST MAIN ST., WEST BROOKFIELD - $209,900 
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NAPA Full Synthetic 
Motor Oil' 
$15.49/5 Qt $3.19/1 Ot. 


NAPA Platinum 
Synthetic Oil Filters 
NAPA Platinum 
$7.49*/Each 

NAPA High Mileage 
Motor Oil" 

$13.49/5 Qt $2.69/1 At. 
NAPA Full Synthetic High 
Mileage Oil’ 

$16.49/5 Qt $3.39/1 Qt. 
*Some exclusions apply. 
See store. 


NAPA AUTO PARTS’ 
WARE*WEST BROOKFIELD 


116 Federal St. 117 West Main St., 
(Rt. 9) Belchertown W. Brookfield * 508-867-9947 
413-323-7661 © 323-9296 — Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2 


Oil Change Special! 


CHRISTMAS SALE!!! 


Hundreds of Blockbuster Deals 


GIANT TOY DEPARTMENT 
100’S of TVs & Appliances In Stock! 
Lowest Prices of The Year on 
TV’s, Appliances, Bikes & Toys 
0% FINANCING FOR ONE YEAR 
SLEDS, TOBOGGANS, ICE SKATES 
WHITCO TOY, BIKE, VIDEO, & APPLIANCE 
= 140 Main St., saaneee: 508- 835- 93 4 3 


re Mon. thru Sat 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Sun, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
whitcosales.com 





OIL & FILTER 

















to own a historical home near West Brookfield’s | E ie 
town common! This beautiful Center Entry Colonial, be a 
built in 1780, has 9 rooms on 2 levels including 4 fess 
bedrooms and 2 full baths. The house encompasses _ | 
wide floors, 3 fireplaces and a quaint country 
kitchen, which includes a gas stove and a screened |— 
in porch. An extraordinary feature is its Fireplaced — — 
Dining Room! Each bedroom and bathroom are beautifully designed, showeasind individualized 
personalities. The large flat yard is an impressive .95 acres and the property offers so Many options 
for your family. Brand new septic installed. Historic downtown is minutes away and offers many 
fun activities such as an annual asparagus festival, 4th of July bonfire, and white Christmas festival 
of lights! This home is ready to go. Don’t delay; call for an appointment today! (@) 

















































Follow us on 
Facebook 


175 West St., Ware 
413-967-5121 © 967-3184 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2 














13s) John and Cassie Paolucci Te 
i4> 774-200-3523 2 ms, 


















PALMER LAND FOR SALE: 


4 0.6 acres Nice lot, great | 9.38 acres to build your 

location in an established dream home, this PRIVATE 

= neighborhood. Great spot to | parcel backs up to the Ware 

* build your dream home! Short | River. This wooded parcel is 

* commute to Mass Pike and | located in a cul-de-sac at 

area amenities. Town water | the end of an established 

and sewer at the street and | neighborhood in the 

the lot is already cleared. | Bondsville section of Palmer. 
$49,900 $119,900 


Century 21 Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
nae ale URY 21 7"@ North East 
109 West St., Ware 





Garrison Colonial 
Fix and Flip! 
1519 Saft - .52 Acre 
4 Bedroom - 1.5 Bath 
Hardwood Flooring - 
Fireplace 


STEWART & STEWART 
413-387-8608 - 


BUYING e SELLING e RELOCATING 
Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com e StewartandStewartHomes.com 


3 WINTER ST., aera ila 900 


Support Your 
Hometown Businesses 





1-978-434-1990 


www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com 
COLDWELL BANKER 


RESIDENTIAL 
BROKERAGE 














a WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH! 
WINTER IS COMING! 


BULK ROAD SALT ¢ BULK TREATED SALT 
WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND e SAND/SALT MIX 


STOCK UP NOW! 
Construction Stone ¢ Landscaping Stone ¢ Title V Septic Sand 


Preby Sand ¢ Concrete Sand ¢ Stone Dust 
Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Concrete ¢ Cold Patch 









WATER FILTRATION 
774-200-0225 


WE'RE LOCAL! 
¢ NEW INSTALLATIONS ¢ SERVICE PLANS AVAILABLE 
¢ SERVICING ALL EQUIPMENT * WELL TANK & PUMP SERVICE 


James Morse - Cell: 774-200-0225 www.armyof1waterfiltration.com 
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Screened Loam - Stored in Building 
Homeowner Friendly ¢- No Minimums 
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DECORATIVE STONE 










> 4 
S. 
/—» PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! ©. LOW PRICES ON SELECT 
J s IN-STOCK ITEMS 
eS = iad Teed ser > INCLUDING: 
a oute pencer, KEYSTONE 
S Boi gzA 308-205-6100 f) | hisinbnwen From All The Staff of 
4 508-885-2480 SS PAVERS BY IDEAL 
<. 


rE) Sand, Gravel&Asphalt @= = pS “ : E EB FI att Ss 

® www.bondsandandgravel.com Bi |< | CHECK OUT OUR IN-STORE e@ e 

SP SNES LS T- —_ pinto hice Rte 9 E. Brookfield ¢ 508-867-6643 
. SHOVELS Breakfast & Lunch Daily e Dinners - Thurs, Fri, Sat 
- WHEELBARROWS 

We Buy And Sell Precious Metals | SEASONALITEMS Thank You For Supporting 






Gold, Silver, Rare Coins, Bullion Coins, Precious Metal Bars, 








U.S. & Foreign Currency, All Varieties of Coins 


Always Buying 





Se ee Se ee i ee i i Se i ee i i ee ie eS 
**ALSO CHECK OUT THESE OTHER PRODUCTS** 







Your Local Businesses! 
GIFT CARDS ARE AVAILABLE 








Gold & Silver Jewelry, Class Rings, Wedding Bands, ! RV ! SELKIRK 
Gold & Silver, Coins, Sterling Silver, Flatware, | ANTI- ss: Double Wall 
Proof & Mint Sets, Commeratives and Estates ' FREEZE | Insulated CH ECK Olen: ALL THE 
' PROPANE | Bee 
ystemis. 






OF Tuebels ae eh uo Ores hels 
13 Pleasant Street, Gardner 
978-632-7123 


Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm; Saturday 9am-2pm 
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WEST BROOKFIELD 


DENTAL 


\ 


Dr. Derrick Tengco 
General Dentist 









Tu (le pubiication 





COME SEE US FOR: 


e Dental Cleanings 


TO) a daverele)aialecy 


Braces and Invisalign® 
e Dental Emergencies 


® Pediatric Dentistry 

e Periodontal Care 

e Laser Gum Therapy 

e Extractions & Implants 


e Cosmetic Dentistry: 
Fillings, Crowns and 
Bridges, Veneers, 
Teeth Whitening 


WE ACCEPT MOST DENTAL INSURANCES! 


Dr. Bakr Amin Dr. Sam Alkhoury 
Pediatric Dentist Orthodontist 





908-867-2777 


9 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 
www.westbrookfielddental.com 


